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The Freeman House 
61 South Valley Road 
West Orange, Essex County, New Jersey 

Owners; (and occupants)  Mr, and Mrs, Donald Cralg 

Date of Erection:  About 1820 

Architect;  Unknown 

Builders;  Linas Freeman (1763-1830) and Cyrus 
Freeman (d. 1839) 

Present Condition:  Good 

Number of Stories:  Two and one-half, garret and 
cellar 

Materials   of Construction: 
Foundation - stone  masonry  (coursed ashlar 

brownstone  above  grade) 
Exterior walls   -  timber frame,  clapboarded 
Interior walls   «  lath and plaster  on studding 
Chimneys  - brick,   built   into  inside   cf gable 

end walls 
Roof  » gable  (The bracketted raking cornice 

at gable  ends  and the   gable  over center 
of  front  are  not   original).     Slate  roof- 
ing laid  over  older wood  shingles. 

Historical Data: 

The   identification  of  this  house by discovery 
of  the  name   of  its   original and successive   oviners   is 
found possible by examination  of  the  structure  and by 
searches  in the  county records,   reported as  follows: 

Samuel0 Freeman,   the  original  owner   of  this 
farm,  was born in Newark Township  in 1696(a)  and died 

(a)  Samuel3 Fireman,   1696-1782,  son of Samuel    Freeman 
and his wife Elizabeth who d#   13 Nov.  1732  ae.  70  (b), 
grandson  of  Stephen Freeman  of Milfcrd,  Conn.   1640 and 
of Newark,   N,J.   1666 where he  d«   1675*     See lienry 
Whittemore,  The Founders  and Builders   of  the  Oranges, 
1896,   pp.   67-68. 
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£1 October 1782 aged 86 years ^K    In 1728, It is 
said'a<>> that this Samuel Freeman purchased from 
Josiah Ggden 40 acres described as beginning at 
John Freeman's south corner tree standing by Railway 
River, thence to Lidington's Brook and up the said 
brook to the head thereof, thence to the mountain, 
thence along the mountain to the line marked out 
between Joseph Kedden and the said land, thence 
southeast to liahway River and thence down the said 
river to the place of beginning", the consideration 
money being 69 Pounds* 

Samuel Freeman above named (or his father 
of same name) was one of the grantees named in the 
deed of 1719 conveying SO acres of the Llountain 
Society (Congregational, now First Presbyterian 
Church of Orange) for a parsonage farm.  He was 
elected Deacon of the church in  1748, served in that 
office until his death, and as such he v/ith others 
made the contract with '■loses Baldwin in 1754 to 
erect the building for the churchAa'. 

In his vfill^0) dated IS March 1775, Samuel 
Freeman Senr., abovesaid, devised to his son Samuel 
Freeman the tract on which the latter then lived 
and 50 acres of the mountain lot bought of Jonathan 
Crane "at the west end of my salt meadow at Oyster 

(b) Inscriptions from gravestones in Presbyterian 
Burial Ground, cor. Main 3t* and Scotland Ad., in 
the present city of Orange. (17. II. Shaw, History 
of Essex and Hudson Counties, nubl. 1084, pp. 362 
and 776). 

(c) This will does not appear in the probate records 
of the Surrogate nor in those nov; deposited with the 
Sec'y. of State.  The abstract above is taken from a 
copy of the will, which, copy was made by b, b. Smith, 
Atty.a late of Grange, now dee'd. book A, p. 3£4 of 
the Orphans1 Court records contain this reference to 
the failure of Abel Freeman the executor to offer the 
will for probate:- (quote) 11 July 1803. Joseph 
Tomphlns vs. Cyrus Freeman and Joseph Harrison, execrs. 
of Abel Freeman dee'd. who was execr. of Samuel Freeman, 
dee'd. on citation to prove the will of the said Samuel 
Freeman, dee'd., returned cited as to Cyrus Freeman, 
who accordingly produced the will. 
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Creek; to his son Thomas Freeman the tract on 
which the son then lived and 20 acres on the 
mountain in his Grane lot between those assigned 
to sons Timothy and Abel, and one-third of his 
meadov; on Morresses iirooi, "having considered 
the sercomstances of your farms, I so thoat fit 
to divide it, and of the mountain lot and good 
meadow divide it equal among you all*•••••••..• 
I give unto my son Abel Freeman in land my home- 
stead where we live and 25 acres on the mountain 
in the Crane lot next to your brother Samuel, 
and a third part of my (meadow by) Morresses 
Creek (Illegible) Timothy", and appointed Abel as 
his executor.  To his daughter Martha Smith he 
devised one-half his household goods and to his 
grandchildren, Matthias, Phebe, Kartha, Samuel, 
Elizabeth, timothy, Phebe, Abel, Rhoda, Bunice, 
Thomas, Hannah and Uartha the other half thereof, 
and concluded the testament with these words - - 
"I desire you my dear children to (do) all in love 
and peace that so the God of all peace may bless 
5-ou" . 

Abel Freeman, named as a son and as 
devisee of the homestead "where we live", in the 
v;ill of Samuel Freeman above cited, was born in 
1725 and died 30 April 1805 aged 78 years (°K     3y 
his will dated 26 February 1785 and proved in 1803, 
ho devised to his wife (not by name) a third part 
of all his real and personal estate during her widow- 
hood, and 7 pounds thereof to his daughter Lydia. 
One other third of his movable estate he devised to 
bis sons Cyrus and Lunus equally, and the remaining 
third thereof and one-quarter of Ms lands divided 
between his daughters Rhoda, hunice and Lydia, and 
the three other quarters of his lands divided equally 
between the two sons.  The executors appointed were 
his wife r.nd.  son Cyrus and Joseph Harrison*  These two 
sons evidently erected a new home, the one here surveyed, 
about 1020.  The existence of the earlier homestead 
devised to their father in 1775 as abovesaid has not 
been investigated by this survey. 

Linus0 Freeman, a son and devisee of Abel 
Freeman as abovesaid, died 13 October 1050, aged 67 
years(b) evidently without issue, 3y his will dated 
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4 July 1830 (proved 25 October following), he 
devised legacies to the children of his deceased 
sister hhoda Harrison and to his sisters Eunice, 
Piers on and Lydia Freeman, To his "brother Cyrus 
Freeman he devised the balance of his estate both 
real and personal, and appointed him co-executor 
with Nathan Squier. 

Having  previously,  by  quitclaim deed of 
7  July 1803 from his   sisters  added  their  one-quarter 
interest in the homestead   to his  three-eighths  as 
devised respectively to  then by their father's v/ill 
cited  above,   Cyrus Freeman thus  came into full 
possession as devisee  of his brother Linus Freeman's 
remaining three-eighths   share• 

This   Cyrus^ Freeman,   h^- his v/ill dated  28 
July 1837   (proved 30 December  183C)  devised part   of 
certain  lands  to  his   son Rufus,  he   tc  pay §500 
to his brother  Jotham,  and 6 acres   on Scotland Uoad 
tc his  grandchildren,   Cyrus F.  Ward  and  George  5* 
V/ard  (children   of hcthuel  and Hboda V.'ard);   to his 
daughter Lydia Freeman 12   acres  on  each,  side   of  the 
1,1 orris  and Essex Railroad  and "also  during  her 
natural  life  the  use   of  the  northeast front  room 
and adjoining bedroom on the first floor of  the 
dYvelllng house  v/hcre  I HOY/ J-lve".     To his   son Gershom 
he devised  10 acres  purchase'd" from Timothy FTeeroan, 
27 acres  on the  mountain and  all  Personal property, 
To his daughter* Llartba,  v.'ife   of Ethan F.  Baldv/in,  he 
devised  6 acres,  and  to  his grandchildren F-ch/ard  and 
George  C. Freeman the  homestead and all   the   residue 
of  the  estate;   reserving  to  their father Gershom 
Freeiiian  the use  thereof  during  his   lifetime.     Tho 
executors named were  the  said  son Gershom Freeman 
and  son-in-lay; Fothuel Fard, 

Edward'  Freeman  abovenamed devisee,  being 
likewise  of  Orange  Township*- at the  date   of  his v/ill, 
26 November 1861   (proved 4 January 1862)  devised  to 

ttUntll  1782,   this part  of llev/arh Tv/p.  v/as hnov/n as 
the Mountain Society   settlements,   and in 1806  it 
v/as set off  as   Orange Tv/p.     In 1862 V/ost  Orange  Tv/p, 
was created from parts   of  Orange,   Caldv/ell  and 
Livingston. 
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his   said brother George C.  Freeman "All right, 
title and claim to  that undivided  real  estate   left 
us  by the v/ill of   our grandfather Cyrus Freeman 
subject  to  the  life right  of my father Gorshom 
Freeman and known as   the Homestead";   also all 
personal property "including the business   of Freeman 
and Hughes,  "f or the  purposo  of  restoring the 
property left us by  our grandfather   in the branch 
of  the  family he  intended.    George5"''  C#  Freeman who 
thus  came  into full possession  of   the  ancestral 
farm,   opened  it  for real estate development.     i3y a 
deed of   1C  January 1910,   he  conveyed in trust  to 
Cyrus G.  Freeman and l-lermon LI* Freeman,  all  the parties 
being described as  of  west  Orange Township*  five   tracts 
of  land5   the  second  of v/hich contained  the house  itself, 
being a  lot  on  the northwest side   of South Valley Koad 
between Orange Heights Avenue  and Walker Road,  extend- 
ing back  some -100  feet to a rear frontage  of   some  670 
feet on Oxford Terrace* 

On September 1st,  1921,   the  two trustees 
abovenamed,  G-eorge C*  Freenan being deceased,  deeded 
to Donald Craig  and wife,   of East  Orange,  a  lot  125 
feet v/ide and 235 feet deep,   in the   northeast corner 
of  the   larger tract  last described above,  and on which 
lot  stands   the  ancestral homestead  here  considered* 
Llr*  and Hrs*  Craig remain as  owners  and  occuxDants  at 
the date  of  our survey  of   the  house   in April  1940. 
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